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TNI FAR SIDI GARY LARSON 

Welcome to the. ckristening/ circumcision oh tke 
Workington Area Retinue o% Tacitly Higkly- 
Organized Gamesters [WARTHOG]! PoliSubbers 
living witkin a 1 00 mile radius oh the House oh 
Representatives o^ict building oa.il incorporated 
as members in good standing. Tkose outside the. 
DC area as dehined above have associate member 
standing. Tkus it t& mow. -important than ever 
to keep your {ully adjustable. poliSub ^fiom 
becoming unduly adjusted, fan. youn, WARTHOG 
membership will also be jeopardized'. Serving 
as WARTHOG' A hirst premier Xm Ken Peel. Premier 
Peel has appointed poliEd Wrobel Pirst Vice. 
Premier. Games announced in Politess e Mill 
kencehortk be oiiicial WARTHOG events. Tke 
vice premier has been autkorized to seek 
aiiitixLtion with the People's Diplomacy 
Organization. 

Readers oh Tom Mainardi's BersaglA.eri. 
[1403 Lawrence road, Havertown, PA 19083) 
will already be aware oh our appointment as 
Director oh the Bureau oh Retirements, a 

division oh tke Retirements, Elections and Treasury Service oh tke People's Diplomacy 
Organization. As BoR director, we will process applications lor retirement irom VipDom. 
We are also empowered to review, on our own motion, tke status oh individuals currently 
active in tke Hobby and direct retirement or continued participation. All Dippers will 
be invited to comment on Own Motion Reviews and decisions will be rendered witk due re- 
gard ior public comment. To date two candidates have been selected lor Own Motion Review 
Bruce Linsey, neanderthal gamesmaster and editor oh innocent correspondence, and Robert 
Sacks, kobby parliamentarian sub- committee propagator. VipVomites skould send tkeir 
comments on tkese proposed retirements within 60 days to Ed Wrobel, Director, Bureau oh 
Retirements, P.O. Box 3463, Arlington, VA 11103. 




Paramecium humor 



i Jim Alves, 370 Voakum Pkwy. Bldg. 3 Apt. 1811, 

Alexandria, VA 12304, 370-8148, will host a Dip game 
\ beginning at noon, Sunday, March 4. Some oh you were 
■ notihied by postcard that tkis game would be held on 
Saturday. Jim had to change tke date to Sunday. He 
kas already lined up several oh the teledippers hoi tke game but may still kave a slot 
or tMO open. Ken Peel, 8708 First Avenue, #T-1, Silver Spring, MP 10910, 495-2799, wants 
to host a World Dip game. WD is a long game, probably not playable in one session. Ken 
will kost two sessions or GM tke conclusion as a telepkone game. Dates negotiable. 



At 4:59 a.m. , Saturday, February 11, the past and future ompoAor of Rome, master 
of the UtditQAA.anQ.an and scion of Dale CiXy, opened a leary eye to the sound* of 
tasteless pop music emanating from the oX.oda.-n.adto . His mtnd snapped to attention 
with the ruthless precision of a steel trap. "I know - -the AQ.csio.t6 that you. keep " 
sang thz radio with incessant blandnes* . "Vou know nothingl w the. omperor Snarled, 
as ho. leapt from the bed and began to hum a slightly off-kzy "Purple Haze." He 
completed hit, toilette quickly. In the guest room, the elder Vessey had already 
arisen, explaining that he missed his morning cat. "I'll, be damned if he gets 
Jaspur, that pervert," thought the emperor. "Where are my new clothes, anyway..." 

Royally bedecked and sufficiently caffeinated, the intrepid duo greeted the very 
punctual younger Eric at the door, and plunged south into the dawn, Mrs. l/essey's 
word* still flinging in their ear*: "Vou guys axe c/iazy!" 

Crazy? Perhaps, yes- not ion. driving 250+ miles to play Civilization, but for 
dancing one of south Virginia's rip-off convenience ston.es. Fortunately, the 
locals, festooned in baseball caps, flannel shifits and dJjity nails, were too 
busy wooing the cashier to harass 3 sleep- deprived yankees. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Vessey, the Youngen., his testosterone level and sense of mischief having 
oven.powoA.ed hi* instinct for survival, accosted the lady with "Whut time dew yew 
git off, danUn 1 ?" Thi* astonishingly boort&h comment caught the attention of 
Eric's rival* and the three carpetbaggers were induced to depart in an expeditious 
manner, for the more hospitable climes of Carolina. 

The game itself was relatively bloodless. There was a degree of conflict over the 
fertile Sahara and in the area just east of the Danube. Egypt and Babylon traded 
earthquake* in the Near East but their skirmish did not escalate to spears and 
rocks. Trading was quite spirited throughout the game. A 1-minute limit, strictly 
enforced by an oven timer, kept the game moving without stifling the free exchange 
of goods and calamities. Italy enjoyed a profit margin sufficient to acquire 
Pottery and Coinage very early. The acquisition of Engineering, Medicine and 
Literacy in one turn was especially fortuitous, well worth the undesirable attention 
it drew from lesser civilizations. Crucial to Italian success was the avoidance 
of Civil War through a combination of luck, watching for red and counting cards and. 
cities. The chart below shows Civilization cards in order of purchase and calamities 



Babylon Crete 
S. VoAsey E. Vessey 
Architecture 
Pot/Cloth Lit/Agric 



Law/Agric 

Medicine 

Engineer 
[Civil 

disorder) 
literacy 
[ Earthquak 

famine ) 
[Earthquake] 
Philosophy 
[Earthquake) 



Cloth/Coin 

Law/Metal 
[Civil War 
Music 



Italy 
Wrobel 
Pot/Coin 
Mysticism 
[famine, 
Flood, 

wu m\ 

Engineer/ 



Egypt 
Woodson 
Mysticism 
literacy 



Med I Literacy 
Met/Astron Astronomy 



Democracy 

[Piracy) 

Philosophy 



Law 



Democracy 



Ass yria 

Cole 

Pottery 

Metal 

[Epidemic] 



Coinage Agricult 



Music/Eng 
[Famine, 
Earthquake) 
Medicine 



Philos o phy law /Drama 
[Flood) 



Astronomy 
[ Epidojnic } 
Engineer 
[Flood) 

Literacy 



[Flood) 
[Famine) 



Africa 
Burnette 
Pottery 
Mysticism 



Agriculture 
[Civil War) 
Cloth/Metal 

Astro /Coin 
[Iconoclasm & 
Heresy) 
Mu*ic/ Medicine 
[Civil War) 
[Civil Disorder) 
[Civil War) 

"Vou guys are nuts!" 

-Mrs. Woodson 




The vzAy AtytUh Julia and Vick MaAtin 
aAAivz at liiniMaAyCon, Kzady to negotiatz. 



FIRST MbimAMCON A SUCCESS! 

On January 28 and 29, Many WaAkington 
College. &ponAon.ed the fifiAt MiniManyCon. 
Tkz game woa Jim YzAkzy' 4 Woild Wan. I lib, 
a ma&Aive 15-playzA global Vip variant. 
Tkz playzhA lvzaz an intzAZAting mix. of 
FKzdbuAgzAA, BaltimoKeanA and zxpatxiat 
Calif ofinianA . To dAop a few namzA, MaAk 
Stzgzman, inventor of WonJtd Vip, woa tkene; 
Rill Thompson, winnzA of Man,yCon83 f woa 
tkzAe; Gn.eg Bytid, tkt 6limizAt ¥n.edbuAgzA 
of all, woa tkzAZ; ManyGamzMaAteK and 
GamzU.XMth.QMi> MaAtin, of couaaz, wzaz tkzAe; 
and how can we fonget, Kzn Peel, guzAt 
postal editon. of PolitZAA e and Voice of 
Doom conAZApondznt; and Vick OJaAnzA, fatkzA 
of Man.yCon. The. gamz woa do.dLaK.zd a VIAS 
dAaw, zvzAybody with a pizcz of the glofiy, 
on tkz inAiAtzncz of two highly- influential 
onz-centen. powzAA holding out in the tiindAa 
of centAal Canada. Several KeaAonablz 
powzAA offzAzd to ttelieve the Kzcalcitxant 
MantinA of tkeiA baAAzn holding* but the 
boy* ftiom Balto had to go. Thejie dimply 
woa not sufficient time to teach the 
MaAtinA the folly of VIAS oncz and foi alt. 



Canada [ChoAlzA Pzazz, 

JuHz MaAtin) 
USA (Ken Pzzl) 
Pzau {Andy Clement, ) 
Brazil {Gnzg Byn.d f 

Vick MaAtin) 
EuAopzan Economic Community 

[RobzAt HaAvey) 
Wokacua) Pact [Monk Stzgzman) 
Egypt [Tom Andanl) 
WzAt Africa (Rofa Voe, 

Vick OJaAnzA) 
South Africa {Jim YzAkey) 
USSR [Bfujxn Gnezne) 
India {Vick WaAnen) 
China {Matt Kelly) 
Japan {Bill Thompson) 
AuAtAaJLia {Ed Wfiobel) 
Argentina {Mike KeHy} 

What a chaAtl Now on to tkz 
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endgame statement*. . . 
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Game end statement: Warsaw Pact 

After a giddy triumph over Russia the Warsaw Pact was a 
major power but was surrounded by the other four major powers. 
I survived because my neighbors built fleets, but caution was 
essential until someone took charge of South America. Unfor- 
tunately that took the whole game. 

An opening plan to attack the EC with Canada and the U.S. 
fell through when Canada stabbed the U.S. instead. After I 
beat an embarassed retreat from Italy and West Germany the EC 
was generous enough to turn South, and Russia's Eastern neigh- 
bors harassed her Just enough to allow me to advance steadily. 
The struggles across the rest of Asia were beyond my compre- 
hension, but the inability of China and India to resolve their 
differences seemed to prove decisive. Soon Australia, Japan, 
and I controlled most of Asia, while South Africa swallowed 
up East and much of West Africa. Units in the New World engaged 
indecisively. 

The EC was wide open, but it made no sense to stab my 
only ally when South Africa and others would get most of the 
spoils. It made more sense after Australia agreed to attack 
South Africa, but Japan squashed that idea by stabbing Aus- 
tralia. 

Since a strong Australia was better for me than a strong 
Japan I sided with my ride home and picked up three centers 
in that short-lived conflict. A major campaign became possible 
when Argentina finally rose to the top in South America, and 
so I moved against Australia in the final year. I did not 
know whether Argentina would attack Australia, but it seemed 
likely that he and the EC and I would form an alliance and 
advance overall, with or without the help of Japan. 

Through much of the game South Africa 1 ^ waged a pathetic 
struggle for Egypt and Saudi Arabia. My advance was stymied 
by numerous tactical errors by myself and my allies, the most 
spectacular occuring when South Africa sailed a fleet from 
the Red Sea into the Eastern Mediterranean, right "through" 
my fleet in Egypt. The rule that permits this seems very 
strange and might be worth changing. 

-MS 

BRAZIL {standby} 

I had a good time, at MiniMaAyCon, e.vtn though. WW IXIb i& not my ^avofUte. 
game.. Too many ptdyeAA, too many u.nit6, and canal nxxteM that make, no AtnAt. 
I pn.e.{ex Would dip, whe.n Mt. Ptel nemembznA to bnlng the. map. 

A£teA being Atabbzd brutally by PeAu and Asigtntina, my t>ole. goal btcame. tht 
elimination o^ Vqjul. Andy piove.d a worthy rfoe, bat e.v£ntually mccumbe,d. 
U it a tound Atab ii it le.acU to youi own elimination? 

My thanks to Vick WaAneJi, who wa* an exo.eXle.nt ho&t. htow I'm n.e,ally 
looking faowaKd to MaJiyCon. 

-CM 




USA 

WW Illb HJtw an inteJiz&ting gamz. . .say, faox about thz ^-Out &oua movzs. At the, 
staAt o& thz game, the, New WonJLd was ^aWLy bizoAAzty ptayzd. Thz 3 South AmeAican 
countAiej>- An.ge.nZina, B/iazit and Pzn.u- made, pzacz with zach othzx, as did and the. 
USA in Mon.th AmeAica. What is moKZ, I supposzdty hid woKkzd out a pzacz^ul division 
otf Zo.ntx.at AmzAica and the, CanAlbzan with Brazil and PeAu. Canada and I wzaz to 
go afatzn. the, EEC, and the, 3 South AmeAican countKlzs- welt, who could tztl? In 
the, spring o& the, thJjid yzan., Pexu de.CA.dzd to stab me faoti a one,- czntzK gain instzad 
o^ moving to dnaw back the. two singlz plzczs we, had facing zach othzn., at we had 
nzgotlatzd. Thzn the, nzxt move., in a to tatty unAztatzd dzcision, Canada stabbzd 
mz moAslvzly out o& boxzdom with the, ongoing campaign against EuAopz. 

ClzanJLy, my ship o& statz was sunk, but 1 did manage, my own tiztaUdtion* against 
the, nlncompooplsh towzntonA to my non.th and south. With the, nzsounczs I still, 
posszsszd, I {va>t co-opeAotzd with Pexu in the. eduction o£ Canada to a onz-cznteA 
powzK, and thzn- with Znazlt in the, unfiavzUng o(. PeAu. Thzsz gKZat dzzds accompLLtshzd, 
the. EEC finally put out o& Its misejiy my last lonzty outpost in Quzbzc's wej>t coast. 

In n.ztAospzct, att o£ the. New Wontd was palyzd thusly. Canada, we.ake.nzd USA, thzn 
Pzku and USA did in Canada, thzn Brazil and USA did in Pzau, thzn Angzntlna did in 
ZKazit. Whzn thz gamz was cattzd the, szcond day duz to zx.kaustlon, a New Wontd 
powzK [AxgzntLna)- cannibalistic activity no longzn. posslbtz- finally thuzatznzd 
to bzcomz a paxt oi thz gamz. 

-KP *a paid adveAtUzmznt [whzn.z i s my buck*? -zd.) 
£oa. Dick & Jutiz Mantin, lltustAlous gamz- 
mastzK I mlsttizss ofi Max.yCon84 (Jane 7-3) 




AUSTRALIA 

I woa dztightzd to havz duawn AustAatla, thz closzst thing to a coKnzA in a 
cylindrical woKtd. TheAZ wexz alt thosz tovzly dots in Oczana, a Russian filzzt, 
a co-opZAativz China and a cowzd Japan. Thz conspiracy to blitz Nippon fazlt 
thAough whzn China buHt axmlzs and attackzd India {Waxnzn. has a nzputatlon that 

bzgs to be attackzd), but that opznzd othzn 
opponXunitlzs . Hzgizttably Japan pKovzd perfi- 
dious upon complexion o{ thz China campaign. 
FofitunateZy, no support matznializzd fnom South 
Arnica on South America and thz Japanztz attack 
wtu Atymizd. Aubtxatia buKvivzd a6 a majon. 
powzn. but could not makz additional gains. Thz 
Wasuaw Pact bzgan to a&&umz oun. Chinz&z pKotzc- 
tzn,atz and thz An.gzntA.nzt> wzkz h.udz znough to 
znd oun, advzntuAZA in South AmzAica. Thz la6t 
indignity wat> thz intiAtzncz o£ thz onz-czntzn, 
UaAtl.n& on inclusion in thz dxaw. ThzKZ oughta 
bz a law!! 

-EW 



WHWNCW.PEPFESSER? J 

25"^ 






************************************************************** 

Szx Appzzl I* tkz nonSubzlnz rzportlng tkz World Diplomacy poVJ)zmon*tratlon 

Gamz. Guzst postal zdltor: Kzn Vz.nL. Guzst gamzsmastZK: Mark Stzgzman. 
****************************************************************************** 

jf w — „ _ ' 

PEM0 mV.LV VIP BEGINS!!! 

BOURSE PLACERS S0LIC1TEVH 

BOURSE ORVERS MUST BE POSTMARKEV 
BV MARCH 14, 19841 



fiiatlan 
USA 

South kmo.nA.cjd 

Wzstzrn Europz 

Arab Block 

Black Arnica 

USSR 

China 

Australia 



Currzn cy 

dollars 

Cruzzlra 

Franc* 

Rlyals 

RancU 

Rublz* 

Yuan 

AuAtn.aJU.an 
Votbvu 




Playzr 

Jakz Halvzrstadt 
Ed Wrobzl 
Tzrry Tollman 
Tim HlUls 
Francis Small 
Kzn Ecklund 
Voug Blown 
R. Bradlzy WiZ*on 



PROFIT firom tkz tn.zac.hviy o£ othzrs! 
PROVE that WAR IS GOOV BUSINESS ! ! 

SPECULATE on tkz ^ortunz* o£ poliEd Wrobzl, Tzrry Szalth TaUgzorgz, 
Brad "Toast o{ tkz Rztal Clonzs" Wilson, High Gonzo Jakz Halvzrstadt 
and a host o{ playzr* unknown to Hccfe Martin!!! 

It's simplz to play Boursz. Tkzrz's no rzglstratlon on. gamz {zz. Just *znd 
your transaction* to Mark Stzgzman, 15 Vartmouth #2, Somzrvltlz, MA 02145, 
po*tmarkzd by March 14, 1984. You *tart with 1000 unit* o& zach nation's 
currzncy. Each month' s Polltzssz will rzport gamz rzsults and statz tkz 
POSTMARK dzadtinz &or Boursz transaction*. Youn. transaction* will bz rzportzd 
In tkz nzxt montk'* Polltz**z . A *amplz transaction mlgkt bz: "Buy 1000 yuan; 
szlt 300 dollars and 500 francs." Transactions must satisfy {s oa/l condition* : 
First, you must buy and *zll In zvzn numbzr* ofa currzncy unit*, not fractions ; 
Szcond, you must not *zH morz tkan 500 unit* ofi any onz currzncy In any onz 
turn; thiAd, you mu*t not *zH morz 0$ any currzncy than you kavz; fiourtk, 
youn. transaction* must balancz {zxczpt tkat you can carry ovzr 500 SVRs, a 
nzutral currzncy, {rom turn to turn). To tzll whzthzr youn. transactions 
balancz, you must rz&zr to tkz currznt pnA.cz Oj$ zach currzncy In tzrm* o£ 
SDR-6. Thzsz pnJ.cz* will bz rzportzd In Polltzssz . Ton. zxamplz, l{ a yuan 
cost* 0.8 SVR and dollar* and ^ranc* zach co*t 1 . 0 SVR, tkzn tkz *amplz 
transaction abovz balancz*. Prlcz* ckangz zack *zason according to how 
much o£ zack currzncy ka* bzzn bought and sold. At tkz znd ofa tkz gamz zach 
currzncy I* worth points according to how many *upply czntzr* thz country ka*. 
Tkz Bourszr wltk tkz mo*t points Is tkz wlnnzr. See tkz Fzbruary Polltzssz 
£or complztz rulzs and tkz January Issuz $or tkz W starting position*. 



A tasidy addition to qua FibwinteJt n.z.ponX o{ tcut i6-&u.&. . . 

VESSEYCON RAIL BARON 

At VESSEYCON rail games were voted in and a four man qame of RAIL BARON 
chugged off into the night. The participants and home cities were 
Louis (Salt Lake City), Ken (El Paso), Sean (Dallas), and Eric (Portland). 

Louis (the author of this treatise) initially qot a trip east and 
immediately bought the Pennsylvania and only left himself with two thousand 
dollars. Since the Pennsylvania is the best railroad in the qame and worth 
dying for, it was worth the risk. Fortunately, he got not only a short trip 
on the next turn, but a series of very short trips. So if you qet 
short trips, buy short railroads, and Louis ended up with every little 
(under $10,000) railroad in the game: WP, D&RG , NYNH&H, B&M, RF&P. 
While remaining on the edge of bankruptcy, a few lonq trips afforded the 
opportunity to pick up the L&N, the CB&Q, and the Union Pacific. At this 
point, he had his favorite system in hand and the enmity of Ken who had 
found that every railroad he was on was beinq bouqht up. Ken tried tactics 
suitable to Diplomacy or Illuminati to prevent this insult and swore 
never to ride these lines again (a hollow threat as it turns out). 
Lucky Lou kept getting paid and was able to pick up the N&W, MP, and 
SL&SF (the last one left) to add to his formidable system. 

Ken played an overly conservative qame early and saved too much money. 
He had the nucleus of a good system with the SAL, NYC, and AT&SF. However, 
the Milwaukee Road was desperately needed with this grouping, and also a 
connecting railroad to the SAL in the Southeast. Many qames have been won 
with the AT&SF, CMStP&P, one of (PR, NYC, B&O) , and a connecting Southeast 
railroad. However, poor Ken paid for his system early by consistently 
getting Philadelphia or Baltimore in the Northeast. He could either go 
bankrupt or take his NYC to New York and pay the Pennsy. He paid for it 
late too by visiting Seattle at great expense. 

Sean did well. He got long trips early, picked out good railroads, 
got paid often by other barons, and assembled a strong, coherent system 
of the B&O, T&P (Dallas), IC, C&NW, NP, SOU, SP, and even the CMStP&P. 
His system was a good example of planning a system early and then 
picking up one of the big three western railroads to complete it. 

Eric bought every losing railroad in the game. His system was 
initially composed of the C&O, CRI&P, ACL, GM&O, GN. These railroads 
go places and they are connected, but so what. No one ever wants to 
pay someone with an longer route twice when they can pay someone 
else once. The Rock Island went bankrupt because it went everywhere 
in the Midwest a railroad should go but always with the worst routinq. 
The C&O doesn't get to the three high probability cities in the Northeast. 
Besides, one must be able to get to Los Anqeles and San Francisco to win. 
As it turns out, Eric just kept goinq back and forth between Atlanta 
and Philadelphia or Baltimore, and was soon impoverished. Of course, 
poor starving people get sent to California, and that was the end. 

As the game progressed. Ken auctioned the SAL to Sean who paid a civilized 
price for it. Eric had to sell off the ACL and GM&O to Sean as well. 
Ken then picked up the C&O cheap from Eric. Louis wandered back and forth 
across the board picking up money slowly. Sean became richer more 
rapidly due to tribute from his fellow barons for his fine system, but 
also spent about $45,000 on his new railroads and purchased a Super Chief. 
Late in the game, he had to visit the Louis monopoly in Salt Lake City, 
could not get close enough to Dallas with the requisite funding, and ended 
up in New Orleans with $185,000. Louis drew his own region, selected the 
Southwest, was sent to San Francisco, and declared. He made a mad dash 
through the Feather River canyon, across the desert with Eric one 
stop behind, and arrived triumphantly in Salt Lake City with $245,000. 



Qua nzponX on thz DC an,za tzlzpkone. game.. 



In Sp '02, Aus and Rus contlnuzd 
to pn,zss Tun., although, thz Mos- 
lem still held thz Black Sza 
and out- numbeAzd the. tAans- 
caucasold Russian navy 2 to 1 . 
This advantage, wo* to pn.ovz 
dzclslvz In the. {all. The, 
Ital-Tunks {allzd to captxxAZ 
Gkzzcz whzn the, Tun,k wn,otz 
suppont {on. F Ion xathzn. 
than A Tun. The. succzss o{ 
this attack would have, nzsultzd 
In an AustAlan {Izzt In the, 
Ae.ge.an so It may have. bzzn just 
ai> well {nam a TuAklsh point o{ 
view. AuaIaIu tuAnzd on Italy, 
gaining the, Tynol but falling to 
blip Into Vznlcz; Italy brought 
the, new navy up to Apulia, giving 
the. appzaAancz o{ mutual un- 
{n.lzndllnzss . Russia dzpzndzd 
on Austrian suppont to take. 
Rumania and savzd the, southzn,n 
navy {on a tuAn. In the. weAt, 
GeAman amy In Belgium. 




England {ound a Fn.znch {Izzt In the, Channel and a 
The. Royal Havy swoopzd Into the. SkaggeAak to tzach the. Bosch 
a Izsson and the, BEF xeJAzatzd to Fn.znch wine. countAy, thn.zate.nlng Munich. 



In the. {all, the. Fnznch channel {Izzt pn.ovzd {nlzndly by attempting to convoy A ion-Bet, 
but {aJXzd whzn F Uonth attackzd Helgoland n,athzn than Holland. Russia suppon,tzd the, 
English F bith-Vzn, an ondzn. nzveA glvzn, as the, attack came, {n.om SkaggeAak. The, 
Russian A Mos-Lvn demonstn.atzd tome, Intzxzst In the, nonth, stAaddllng the. {zncz 
bztwzzn GeAman and Russian tan.ge.tA. Thz '02 bullcU would clanX^y Russian Intzntlons . 
Tunkzy nzclalmzd Anmznla but lost BulganXa to thz n,zlzntlzss Aus tAo- Rus A lan machlnz. 
Thz convoy to Gn,zzcz {allzd again, as A Bui's suppon.1 was cut. Vnancz contnlbutzd 

to thz stabilization o{ thz 
AuAtn.0- Italian {nontizn. by 
bouncing A Tynol' s movz to 
Plzdmo nt. 

A szpanatlon o{ W '02 was 
n,zquzstzd and gn.antzd. Thz 
gamz's {Inst latz submission 
nzAultzd In thz cUsbandrnznt 
o{ thz TunfuAh anmy dlslodgzd 
{n.om Bulganla. Russia built 
F StP[nc), A Mo-4; AustAla, 
A Bud; GeAmany, A Mun; England 
nzmovzd A Lon to nztaln thz 
BEF. With Fnznch suppont, thz 
BEF nzston.zd Bzlglan nzutnallty 
In Sp '03 and haltzd Gznman 
consumption o{ Flemish Infants. 
Thz Royal Havy In thz Skaggznak 
was SuAAOundzd and dzstnoyzd. 




Sp '03 O 




Tfie English had qkzoXqji aucczaa 
kzzplng the, RuAAian hon,deM max the. 
A/i&tlc CAJidLe, Ice.- bound. Gexmany wcu> 
nappy to fai.nd a &iie,nd -in the. Taoa 
OA pn.06pe.ctt> In the. LowlancU appe,axe.d 
dzcldzdly Anglo- Fimch. In the, Med, 
Ve.ni.ce. ^eZl to the. AuAtxlanb, the. 
Vnznch occup-izd ?le.dmont and the, 
Jtali.an6 bn.ou.qht the. boy*, home. ln,om 
Honth AfixLca. Tuxkzy, n,e.duce,d to 3 
u.nit&, comoli.date.d hiM dt^tnAlve. 
line. agai,nt>t an advancing Atutxlan . 



FRENCH PRESS HEADLINES SPRING 1903 



PARIS (AP) FOR IEGN AFFAIRS MINISTRY DENNIES REPORT OF GERMAN SPYS CAPTURE 
LONDON (AP) FRENCH & ENGLISH ADMIRALS FIGHT IN PUB AS ONLOOKERS GAWK 
ST. NAZEERE (UP I ) SUBMARINE COMMANDER ADMITS WATCHING SKAGERRAK ATTACK 
TOUJOURS ( UP I J BURGERD I AN TROOPS REFUSE TO FIRE ON GERMAN PATROLS 
PARIS (AP) PRESIDENT DENIES HE IS AWAITING A BETTER OFFER 
ROME ( AP ) RIOTERS STORM FRENCH EMBASSY 

PARIS (AP) FOR I EON POLICY NOT CONTROLLED BY LON , ROM , OR ST.P MINISTER DECLARES 
LA HARVE(UPI) RUMORS OF FRENCH SUPPORT FOR IRISH REBEL DENIED 



The. photograph, night, 
u)ai> iiU.bmi.tZzd by the. 
Fne.nch InteJUUgcnce. 
age.ncy, Che.z VeA*>e,y. 
It 4houw a top &e.cjie,t 
planning t,eA&lon ofa 
HUH 1 6 Admiralty, jwt>t 
pxloK to the. Iom o& 
the, Skaggexaklan {le.eX. 



Ways to Save on Youf *f53Incbme7axea ^ 



ROOM 




A Case of Arrested Development? 



"Vou look tlkz a QOfilatKlc klppy." 

-Educating vXta. 



WAWVIM TOM ARMSTRONG 
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Maggie Loebach 


) Order of certiari 


v . 


) cum wifo 


Edward Wrobel 


) in vintriculo 



Be it so decreed, 



That complainant, having shown a just and rightful cause 
worthy of civil 'action, 

And, 

Having endured various indignities, including, but not 
limited to, 

the preparation of monthly issues of Politesse since November 
of 1982, on the order of 60 to 90 copies, and, of late, spanning 
12 pages, and requiring collation, addressing, stamping, folding 
and stapling ; 

numerous hours of reading, sorting and shredding amateur gaming 
publications, and gnashing teeth; 

innumerable face-to- face gaming sessions upon the premises of 
the mutual residence of the parties; 

the absence of defendant on these occasions: 

one MaryCon on or about the first weekend of June, 1983; 
one Dipcon in July, 1983; 
one KaneKon in August, 1983; 
one ByrneCon in November, 1983: 
one miniMaryCon in January, 1984; 
one Civilization game held in Raleigh, NC; 
and many other acts of mental cruelty too unspeakable to be set forth 
in a public document, 



Is hereby entitled to and granted such relief as may be due, 

to wit, 

Defendant is henceforth enjoined from, 

perusing gaming materials during meals; 

typing of any material between the hours of 10 pm and 6 am; 
receipt of mail in excess of 3 pieces per day; 
writing or editing any game-related material during certain 
evenings in which spousal community is sought by complainant 




f/ MaryCon84 will be held Jane, 1,2 t 3 this year. A variant tourney, with 
gamesmasters Fred Vavis and Tom Swlder, Is scheduled ion June, 1. Swlder' s Final 
Conflict will played, a* will a valiant oi Davis' choosing. Next issue will 
Include. brlei descriptions oi the. variants Fred has proposed and readers will be 
Invited to comment. Awards will be presented ion tack variant game. The scoring 
system ior the, regular Dip tourney [June. 2 13) will probably be, the, tame. as last 
year, pending commentary and proposals irom you, the poliReadershlp. On Saturday 
night there will be a been. bash to benefit the Hobby Sen.vlo.ei>, strictly voluntary 
In the best PVO tradition. Registration ln£o will appear next month In oust special 
annual MaryCon Issue. 

11 Those unbounded rumors you heard about Origins and Vlpcon changing dates 
were located by Al Pearson. Vlpcon will be held In association with Origins at the Dallas 
Market Hall Regency Hotel June 21-24. A variant tourney Is scheduled ion Friday, 
probably "1939," and a panel discussion Is being planned ion. Saturday morning. 
Round one oi the regular Dip tourney will start at 1 p.m. Saturday with random pair- 
ings; round two will begin 8:30 a.m. Sunday and will be seeded. Vlpcon Society 
meeting will be 9 p.m. Saturday at the same location as the tourney. Those Interested 
In bidding on the site ior the 1985 Vlpcon should contact Al Pearson, Box 898, 
Charlestown, W\J 25414 ior a copy oi the bidder's packet. Anyone with suggestions ior 
the 1984 scoring system should write to Ed Wrobel c/o this publication. The Origins 
people have advised that registration Inio will be mailed in April. 

11 li you want a copy oi the latest DipVom Census, ieaturlng the names and 
addresses oi 800+ Diplomacy enthusiasts nationwide, send $1.00 to Vlck Martin, 
26 Orchard Way North, Rockvllle, MO 20854. 

11 There's still time to vote In the freshman line Poll. Scott Hanson extended 
the deadline to March 14. Rate new zlnes {Including Politesse ! ) irom 0 {awiul) to 
10 [pollVeriect] and send your opinion to 233 Oak Grove #306, Minneapolis, MN 55403. 

11 The People's Diplomacy Organization is sponsoring another Relei Auction to 
benefit hobby services, such as the Boarcbnan and Miller Humber custodians, Orphan 
Service and Pontevedria. li you would like to donate an Item to be auctioned 
{anything that a Dip player might pay ior) write to Michael Mills, Grand Kommissar, 
PDORA, 26 Laurel Road, Sloatsburg; NY 10974 beiore March 17, 1984. 



like, ior example, membership In the Washington Area Retinue oi Tacitly Highly- 
Organized Gamesters, which Includes all the rights and privileges attaching thereto 
and Politesse , not the iavorlte zlne oi Rod Walker, Mark Bench or Bruce Llnsey 
{or Maggie Loebach, ior that matter), but highly thought oi by Ed Wrobel. Memberships 
are iully adjustable: send any amount you consider ialn and you're In. See our 
address elsewhere this Issue. 



It AND. . . 



If you're looking for a bargain, 
you might as well get 
something good. 



"You. could *pe.nd an hour and a halfc 

tack waning ju&t mading youn. maill" -ML 



"Laughing and cnying: it' t> ike, 
*ame. n,ele,a*e,. . ." -Joni UitckelZ 



GOT A LETTER 



So fifty to *e,e. the, *tanX o£ anotheji 
Diplomacy faud. {Sigk!) 

-Fn,e.d Vavi* 
Baltimore., MP 

Hopz^ully, youn, faud doej> not 
be.come, too severe,. Tk&y can be 
quite, co unte.hr productive.. 

-Dick ManXin 
KockvWLe., MP 




Politer* e ih pleaAoA to n.e.ceA,ve. tfaU Aound advice. Inom two vz.teA.an* o^ vaxiou* dip 
vdoa*. We *kaH e.nde,avon, to avoid explicit ne.{ejie,nce. to anyone,'* *exual aAJiangme.nt* 
on. dxinksing habits, whe.theji the,y live, without bznc^it o£ clejigy in flushing ok 
KzgulaAty ge,t pickle,d in MempkU. It appza/u, howtveA, that we, nave. inadvejiXcmtty 
and maxly tingle.- ha.nde.dly d/iivtn Mike, Ban.no &n.om VipVom. Some, migkt con*ideA thi* 
quite, an accompli* hme,nt Ion. a meJie. fact- to -face, announcement zinc but we will 
ge,nuineJLy mi** M-cfee. He. wa* one. o£ the. Hobby'* fiew canning, *e.n*itive. human beJ,ng* 
who heZd n.e.a*onably *ane. political vim*. We have, aVieady *e,nt him a peA*onal reply 
with oun ple.a that he. nemain active, in diplomacy. Come, back, MP.' 

Friend Ed r 

How delighted I was, upon receipt of your recent mass-mailing, to note 
your recognition of certain past exploits of mine, viz. , a year-old letter 
which contained some unfortunate comments about one Julia K. (Julie > Martin. 
I felt honored that you would use this renowned document in an argument with 
a well-known editor, and yet more honored to receive a complimentary copy of 
your missive to that editor, putting me in the exclusive company of just one 
hundred twenty-six other recipients (including the letter's addressee). 

Please allow me to refer you to the enclosed piece of computer output , 
which documents some effects of the letter containing the remark to which you 
referred. As we, the hobbyists of postal Diplomacy, are preparing to celebrate 
the f irst anniversary of the appearance of that now-famed letter , the publicity 
given by your campaign is most welcome. I offer you my gratitude. 

In passing, let me observe how troublesome it can be to decide how to 
respond properly to communications emanating from one whose tongue is 
encheeked. X hope that you will indulge a hobby veteran's reminiscence.... 
Several years ago, RETALIATION was the site of a debate involving the North 
and South of the United States and their relative merits. In response to an 
article penned by one Brad "Bozo" Wilson, Jack Masters took issue with Wilson's 
definition of the Mason-Dixon Line, and went so far as to publish a two-page 
"fake" of RETALIATION {insulting Wilson and others with hot verbiage* and to 
distribute it to the magazine's entire readership. Masters' reputation for 
clear thinking and reasonable discussion of problems is well— known in our 
hobby. Those who fail to learn from the past are doomed, it is said, to 
repeat its errors . I encourage you to avoid such mistakes; mankind has quite 
a tendency to overreact. 

In politeness , or a delicatessan , or whatever , 




MP Barno 



THI FA B SIDt GARY IARSON ; , ^nt me ^fo^ my thought processes with you, 

reconstructed as closely as possible to what 
I really thought as I read your last two 
letters to Biuct: 

first letter, pnA.nX.zd In VV: "This Is 
rather strange for Ed Wrobel. It Isn't par- 
ticularly smooth on, clever, and I doubt 
a person who resigned from a game would ever 
admit ho. was wrong. Especially not If he, was 
getting a lot of mileage out oh the an.gumo.nt. 
Walt, what'* this at the. top 1 ? Oh! Brax 
chopped this letter all up." This conclusion 
was reached without the. old of ever having 
Aeen a copy of Politest e . 

Second letter, addressed to Bruce, yet 
strangely In my envelope: "This Is even 
stranger. It has th<i style, and vocabulary 
of Ed, but the, content is completely wrong. 
, Maybe, It's a joke, hiope, he hays It lin't. 
Even If It was, It wouldn't be very funny. 
So now nobody Is being funny. Wonderful. " 

As cleanly as I can recall, tho&e wene my 
exact thoughts. Obviously you felt justified, 
■ on, you wouldn't have done -it. But I don't {eel 
It was necessary. When you Suggest that I 
- can't tell the difference between your 
'excellent writing and Bruce' s butchered 
bastardization of It, you Insult my Intelli- 
gence. More .importantly, you have degraded 
'* yourself more than you could have hurt Bruce. 
Had alt this occurred In the pages of either one of your zlnes I would not have 
cared less about It, and never would have commented. Since you tent me a copy directly, 
then I feel obligated to you to let you know the effect It had. Bruce was wrong; you 
were wrong. Is this going to turn Into a contest? If t>o, don't Include me In any 




'Here** the last entry in Carlson's journal: Having 
ivon their confidence, tomorrow I shall test the 
humor of these giant but gentle primates with a 
simple joy-buner handshake." 



future mailings. 



-Gregory M. EVLXa 
Houston, TX 



The writer Is referred to the upcoming Istue of Konrad Baumeister' s Give Me a Weapon 
{Box 6039 Henle, Georgetown University, Washington, DC 20057) for an excellent 
literary analysis of the Second Letter. Mr. Ellis ' letter Included some additional 
praise of our bkUl In manipulating the written word which we omit to print In hopes 
of differentiating ourself from Mark Berch and Bruce Llnsey. -ed. 

I'm writing to acknowledge redelpt of my courtesy copy of the Llnsey letter. I 
am Impressed by your effort, as It must have taken $20 In postage or 60 alone. That 
and the letter'* tone i>how your determined stance, but speaking as an outside 
observer, I'm not i>ure It was wholly necessary. Please let me explain. 

I've been a long- tone Rubber of VV_, and It Is still welcomed here, tho not as much 
as the "old" more free- twinging VV_. I have a different GMlng style {and preference) 
than Bruce, and do not really recommend VV_ for general play; however, It does often 
have good reading. Lately, not as good as In the past, it teem* to me, but perhaps 
that's the onset of either hobby burnout, or old age, If not both. In any case, 
I wanted to *ay that I for one never read "your" letter there. The new VV_ Is too 
voluminous to Inspire me, and frankly, I often just bean It for references to myself, 
and let the rest pass. Hot that It was always 40-- In fact, the Barno remark you 
mentioned is a good example of what I read lettercols for . I mean, It'* great 
(I guest ) to have Rod Walker write 3 pages as to why the Assyrians were a greater 
colonizing Influence on the mldeast than the Hashemltes were, but honestly, I'd really 



pxeiex to Aead who would *leep with who today, than who built the. Tower o£ K*huelot, 
oa. why Coa*tal CAeep i* a good idea. My point i*, while, it'* ^ine to defend your- 
*eli against lander*, there probably aren't a* many misguided on. pooled Aeadux* a* 
it *eem* at &ix*t. A lot o& faolk* who did Aead the. letter, probably couldn't tell 
you who it wa& puA.poto.dly written by when they laid the i**ue; and maybe *ome 
couldn't tell you who a^ten. twining to the. next page. I'm not laying you should 
not have. responded; I am baying you AeaHy weren't damaged a* much a* it might at 
&ix*t appear. Hell, even in the "Barno" Aemaxk you mention: I take it a* a compli- 
ment {in retro*pect) to the. appeal otf KonAad and Julie, individually, more than a* 
any kind o£ *lur. It'* a good thing I do, o£ coux*e-, in view o£ the. thing* John 
Caxu*o ascribe* to me, but hi* attitude i* understandable in view otf the. high 
Aating the BNC give* to Bob Ol*en and I oven. Caru*o . And then too, don't ioxget 
that there'* mono, than one. publisher, in this hobby who would *leep with KonAad, not 
even mentioning Woody'* name. But I digxe**. 

A fiinal note.: thexe -U an "Extxom" o\ten mentioned in Kathy' * KoAneA [White*tonia] 
who i& apparently a fictional joke character u*ed a* the. butt o£ joke* there, kind 
o£ like "Bill High^ield" oa "Robert Sack*." Tell youA wi{e not to woAXy. Kathy, 
Betty Daly, Judy Win*ome, and Dixie GAay axe the only Aeal women in the po*tal hobby. 

-John Michal*ki 
Mooxe, OK 

I£ EHi* and Michal*ki axe AepAe*entative, then doomee* either Aead vexy clo*ely oa 
not at all. We *u*pect that a lew oi tho*e 125 doomed *oul* lie *omewhere in 
be&oeen. -ed. 

My 1983 Cen*u* Recoxd* *how thexe i* a xeal pex*on named Joan Extxom, who*e addxe** 
i* RR 1 Box 26W, Philomath, OR 97370. 

-fxed Vavij, 

Vo we have a di^eAence o^ opinion hexe? -ed. 

In case Bxux didn't tell you, I wa* awaxe ahead o£ time that he would edit your 
lettex. He called and *aid that you had edited a lettex ^xom Kim to completely change 
it* meaning and he intended to do the *ame to youA lettex. He then Aead youx lettex 
a* he planned to pAint it and asked i£ I would be amended. I *aid no, *o you might 
a* well be up*et with me, too, ion giving kim penmi**ion. I had no idea *o much 
contusion would occua, and I apologize ^oa my paxt in the *ituation. 

-Joan Extxom 
Philomath, OR 

Well, "the *auce thicken*," a* Fred Vavi* might edit Ken Peel'* pxe**. Non-Aeadex* 
o& Mr. Lin*ey'* creative letter *hould be informed that he a*cxibed to me the 
*tatement, "M*. Extxom and I axe *exual mate*." We a**ume that Mr. Michalski now 
16 impxe**ed with the individual appeal o£ M*. Extxom and ouX*el{, inbo^ax a* 
"our*el{" may be *aid to appeal individually. It i* notewoAthy that Ma. Lin*ey 
re{er* to hi* pAank a* a do*e o& "youA own medicine" but al*o admit* that he *hould 
have altzxed hit> txeatment to *how hi* intent {*uch a* we did with hi* letter?) . 
It would *eem that Ma. Lin*ey di*hed out a Aatken diHerent variety o^ poi*on 
altogether, not a tea*poon{ i ul o& bitter medicine, -ed. 

Be^oAe I clo*e, I would like to Aeque*t that the la*t paragraph be NTP, recognizing 
that that leave* open the po**ibility o£ giving that *entiment public air at *ome 
point in the future i& this argument e*calate* and you fiind yourself in need o& 
*uppoAt. 

-Steve Knight 
Re*ton, l/A 

Thank* but oux holding unit* axe pAoviding *u^icient *uppoAt ju*t now. -ed. 



"There's got to be a better song to ting." 

-Educating Rita 

Hot ^or print. 

-Eric Ozog 
Chicago, 1L 

Hot &or print. OH the record. Private. 

-Vred Vavls> 

There seems to be a lot o£ this going aA.ou.nd. -ed. 

Also I am enclosing a letter that I received about a week ago £rom you. The 
envelope was addressed to me, but the letter Itself seems to be Ion. Bruce Llnsey. 
Hmmm...J've met Bruce, We don't took very muck alike, Ed. ..have, you seen an 
optometrist lately? 

-Pat Pakel 
Endlcott, HV 13760 

Polltesse regrets the, error, -ed. 

Enclosed herein you will $lnd the. copy otf an action I decided to take. unprompted 
and otf my own volition. Should you choose, to unilaterally extend my subscription 
to Polltesse , I guess I would have, no recourse but to acce.pt. Some, in a position 
that I now ilnd myself might go so £oa as to Aequest a special mention In youA 
header as guest postal editor, but I would ^Ind such a request gauche., and lacking 
In. . . . *well, you catch my drl^t. 

-Ken Peel 
Silver Spring, MP 

* ellipse In original 

We are czAtaln that we. have, caught no drifts o{ any kind &rom our guest postal 
editor who wltl Ke.cz.lve a complimentary subscription ion. the. duration o& the. 
World diplomacy game., on. until Bruce Llnsey admit* that he is wrong, -ed. 

There is no truth to the. rumor that the. Wrobel v. Llnsey dispute. is a hoax 
designed to enhance the. hobby status ojj the. &)o participants and generate copy 
ion. their floundering zlnes. 

-Voug Byrnes 
Baltimore, MP 

Wi. Byrnes should know. At this season's Flbwlnter Games, we. attempted to portray 
Ma. Llnsey as a harmless prankster and a fellow Rlbtlckler but we did not fool 
the. vejiy alert Douglas P. Byrnes, -ed. 

Polltesse a household word? I walked Into my local game. store, and saw the. 
latent Issue pinned prominently to the wall. While I felt that the neon was a 
bit tacky, the colored spotlight was a nice effect. Doe* Vream Wizard* have a 
fully adjustable pollSub? 

Peery lost only $3000? I spent almost $6000 on a coa to drive me to the printers 
with side trips to flushing. I marvel that Larry shows such true fiscal restraint. 
Forget Reagan, I'll vote lor Peery In '84. 

Vou editor, you! I 4ee that once again you have needlessly ruined one of my 
endgame statements, you'll get yours; they always do. 

-Vlck Hartln 
Rockville, MP 

Polltesse can be found In finer mailboxes throughout the nation. Was the neon 
really tacky?? We suggest that you and Veexy declare yourselves an International 
nonprofit Institution. Your statement required a little polish, that's all. -ed. 



Is your change, oi address an indication oi a change, in tiiestyle? One. can 
never tell ion, sure with youn. uniting. May I be so bold as to jest wke.the.fi it 
was a iailun.e to hold and support? 1 am son.n.y ion, the, bitten. in.uitLons oi my 
apathy. Had 1 only known! 1 cannot apologize, ion. the. iaitLngs and lack oi 
understanding seemingly inherent in the. iairer sex, bat 1 can express my wishes 
ion, the. best in the. iutun.e. 

--Mark Luedi 
Bloomington, IN 

Welt, that'll teach you to vote, in the, next poLLPolll -ed. 

I hope, that yoan. hospitality i6 not causally related to any unanticipated 
acceJLe.njatA.on in the, n.ate, oi depreciation oi yoan, marital assets. 

--Monk Stegeman 
Boston, MA : "--' 

We don't think so. -ed. 

What- your girlin^end boots you oat and you VOhi'T give, as the gon.y details'? 
And you call yourseli a VipPublisher? Vtkll 

--Mark Ben.ch 
Alexandria, l/A 

We understand that "ieh" is a Semitic obscenity loosely translated as "May you 
senve on the. VipCon Admin Committee with Robert Sack* and Ben,nie Oaktyn ion. 3 
conse.cu.tivt years and have, a comet Spit in yoan, mother's ear!" We will thank 
Wl. Ben,ch to leave, oun. mother out oi VipVom altogether. Although the. union oi 
Loebach 1 Wtiobel exists without be.ne.iit oi clergy, it was sanctiied by the 
government oi Howard County, MQ thus entitling each partner to the status oi spouse. 



P0L1TESSE 
P.O. Box 3463 
Anlington, VA 11103 



TO: 



Rod Walker 
1273 Crest 
Encinitas, 




Dr. 

CA 92024 



Free Money! 
Dancing Chickens! 



